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far   enough   from  the  sea   to   be    safe  from pirates.
The peninsula of Spain and Portugal is at the south-western corner of Europe. It is shut off from the rest of the continent, for it is surrounded by sea except where the steep Pyrenees divide it from France. Three-fourths of it form a high plateau which descends steeply on all sides to the very narrow lowlands on the coast, or in some places right into the sea itself.
Spain is a very dry land, for, like the rest of the Mediterranean lands, it has little or no rain in summer, and in the winter, when the winds blow in from the west, the high mountain edge of the plateau receives all the rain brought by the Atlantic winds. Very few sea breezes ever reach the interior of Spain.
What we have said about the plants of Italy and Greece is also true for Spain; only plants that can withstand drought will live through the dry summer, and of these the chief are olive and vine. But Spain has also an important plant in the cork oak. This is an oak tree that has surrounded itself with a thick bark to prevent loss of moisture during the hot summer. The thick bark is cork. The first crop is taken when the tree is about twenty years old and is so coarse as to be of little, use. After that, strippings are made at intervals of ten years each, for a period of perhaps eighty or ninety years. Care has to be taken that when